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New power plant 
based on cow 
announced
UK UFO files 
published soon
  RO S E-HU L M A N IN S T I T U T E O F TE C H N O L O G Y        TE R R E HA U T E,  IN D I A N A
O S E  T H O R N
ASCE travels to regional conference
Chris Armstrong launches the concrete frisbee made by the Rose 
ASCE chapter.  The challenge was to make a frisbee out of con-
crete that would not break on impact.
Matt Trowbridge / ASCE
In  thi s  i s sue  of  the  Rose  Thorn. . .
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Why Rose rocks and the 
election
Six YouTubes and 
Solutions Senior Baseball and 
Softball Day3
ECE Department picnic celebrates 
class of 2007
NEWS
“I thought it was 
a pickle.  When I 
ate it, I cried.”
FLIPSIDE
SPORTSENTERTAINMENT
The popular website, Digg.com, may be 
in for a very hefty legal battle based on their 
recent decision to no longer remove any 
stories that contain a 32-digit hexadeci-
mal code which enables users to crack the 
copyright protection on HD-DVDs. The 
decision to not remove the code was made 
after the website’s users became outraged 
after several stories containing the code 
were banned by the site. Afterwards, the 
users began posting hundreds of stories 
containing the code. Kevin Rose, founder 
of Digg.com, later announced that Digg 
will stick by its users and not remove sto-
ries with the code based on the commu-
nity reaction.  He said, “You’d rather see 
Digg go down fighting…We hear you, and 
effective immediately we won’t delete sto-
ries containing the code and will deal with 
whatever the consequences might be.”
Purdue University researchers have re-
cently built a power plant that mimics the 
digestive tract of a cow in order to generate 
electricity. A normal cow releases enough 
methane to power the furnace of a house 
for 24 hours. The “biorefinery” created by 
researchers took three years to develop 
and cost $850,000. It runs completely on 
kitchen scraps and other trash to pro-
duce ethanol that fuels an electrical gen-
erator. The device was requested by the 
U.S. Army so that they could reduce the 
amount of fuel used to run diesel genera-
tors in addition to shrinking the amount 
of garbage produced by a 600-person field 
unit. It is the size of a moving van and 
produces enough electricity to power to a 
large mess-tent when fed 2,500 pounds of 
garbage.
The United Kingdom’s Ministry of De-
fense announced that is planning to re-
lease all its UFO related files which date 
back to 1967 “within weeks.” This was 
inspired by the French government’s re-
cent release of their UFO records. Many 
conspiracy theorists believe that this is 
not enough and want to see real, tangible 
evidence of aliens instead of paperwork.
Rachel Howser
S t a f f  W r i t e r
The Cecil T. Lobo Chap-ter of the American Society of Civil En-
gineers traveled to Purdue 
University for the 2007 Great 
Lakes Regional Conference 
on Friday, April 27, and Sat-
urday, April 28.  Friday’s 
events included a concrete 
canoe competition as well as 
a concrete frisbee competi-
tion.  On Saturday, there was 
a steel bridge competition, a 
balsa wood tower competi-
tion, and a technical paper 
and speech competition.  
Rose’s concrete frisbee 
team consisted of senior civil 
engineering majors Christo-
pher Armstrong and Derek 
Davidson.  The goal of the 
contest was to design a con-
crete frisbee that would not 
break on impact.  Each fris-
bee was thrown three times. 
The frisbees were judged 
on the distance they were 
thrown, the accuracy of the 
throw, and how much of the 
frisbee was left after the fi-
nal throw.  Armstrong stated, 
“The concrete frisbee was a 
fun way to interact with oth-
er schools and get involved 
with ASCE.”
Rose competed with two 
balsa wood tower teams con-
sisting of sophomore civil en-
gineering majors Sebastian 
Mendes and Sarah Hoch as 
well as junior civil engineer-
ing majors Matt Trowbridge 
and Michael Krantz.  
Continued on Page 3...
Dr. Jakubowski
W e l c o m i n g
Top Left:  Rose-Hulman President Gerald Jakubowski delivers 
his inaugural address.  Top Right:  A procession of professors 
marches across campus, led by the Indianapolis Firefighters 
Bagpipe Band.  Bottom Right:  The filled-to-capacity installa-
tion ceremony was held in the fieldhouse of the SRC.  Bottom 
Left:  A reception was held immediately following the ceremony 
and was attended by students, faculty, and guests.
Andrew Carlson / Rose Thorn













The Rose Thorn welcomes and encourages comments from its readers.  We request that all letters to the editor be less than 600 words in length.
THE DEADLINE FOR CONTENT SUBMISSION IS 5 P.M. TWO DAYS PRIOR TO PUBLICATION
All content should be submitted to thorn@rose-hulman.edu or to the Rose Thorn Office (Hulman Memorial Union room 249).
The editors reserve the right to edit submissions for clarity, grammar, length, and factual errors.  The editors reserve the right to accept content changes submitted after deadline.
All letters must contain the writer’s signature (electronic form is acceptable) and contact information (e-mail address and/or phone number).
The views expressed in the Rose Thorn are those of the original author and do not necessarily represent the views of the Rose Thorn staff or Rose-Hulman community.
The Rose Thorn
CM 5037, 5500 Wabash Ave.





“Working to keep the Rose-Hulman community informed 
by providing an accurate and 
dependable source for news and information.”
The Rose Thorn is published on Fridays













































Menu features homeade cooking, desserts, and dai-
ly specials.  Close to campus.  Dine in, carry out, or 
call ahead and we will have your order ready.  Show 
your Rose ID and get 10% off. 6710 E. Wabash Ave. 
877-4002.
Trail’s End Cafe 40
Now renting 1-5 bedrooms.  Summer or Fall.  $310-
$550.  Some utilities included.  No pets.  Gibson 
Apts.  234-4884.
1-5 bedroom rentals
3 bd., spacious, quiet for study, EXTRA NICE!  Call 
232-6977 after 11 am.  Please leave ph #.
House for rent
Want to have a great apartment at a great price? Check 
out Sharp Flats in town.
We have:
*Studios and one bedrooms starting at $325 a month. 
Many include all utilities!
*Two bedrooms starting at $550.
*Three bedrooms featuring spacious bedrooms with lots 
of closet space, large bath with garden tub, kitchen with 
breakfast bar plus more!
*Four bedrooms unit with large living room, kitchen with 
washer/dryer, central AC. Call to check it out.
*Four-Five bedroom house, 2 baths, lofts, central AC, 
laundry, yard, plus more!
*Five bedroom unit - Awesome, spacious, 1221 S 6th St. 
(across from Adelphia) with large bedrooms, beautiful 
kitchen, living room, 2 ½ bath, laundry facilities and the 
list goes on. Call to see this treasure — it won’t last long.
*Six bedroom unit — located on S. 6th features 2 full 
baths, laundry facilities, family room, living room, cen-




628 Ash St. Adjacent to north side of Union Hospi-
tal. 1 and 2 bedrooms. Ample on-site lighted park-
ing. Basic cable free and water included. Clean and 
well maintained. Deposit and lease required. 235-
1332.
Marylaine Apartments
2004 Honda CRV EX, 41K miles, 4-Cyl., 6-disc CD, 




5 bedroom house available near ISU stadium. 
Large house with lots of room. Washer/dryer, stove, 
refrigerator and some furniture provided. $220 per 
student. 812-230-2992.
For rent
Why are you paying more, when you can get more 
for less? It costs more than $7000 to have a single 
on campus for the school year, plus the mandatory 
cost of an ARA meal plan. Our “Off Campus Dorm” 
Studios cost only $390 per month, including ev-
erything AND the kitchen sink: All utlities, a bed, 
dresser, private bath, refigerator, microwave, wire-
less internet, on site laundry facilities, nearby res-
taurant, and ample parking.  With only a 10 min-
ute walk to campus, we have to ask, Why are you 
paying more? Save money for fun things! See our 
efficiencies ($340) studios ($390) and 1 bedrooms 
($440 + elec.) on the web at www.sharpflats.com. 
Located just east of campus at the first light, US 40 
and Hunt Rd. 812-877-1146.
Sharp Flats East
Self-storage. State of the art, well-lit. Electronic 
gate, blacktop. Full-time on-site manager. Close to 
campus. 2420 Spring Clean Ave. 812-243-9052
Storage Solutions
111 North 17th Street – 4 Bedroom House – Nice neigh-
borhood.  Large bedrooms.  1 ½ baths with tub/shower; 
central air; washer/dryer hookup; private backyard. 
$850.00 per month plus gas and electric.   10 minutes from 
campus.  Available June 1st.  Call 234-5680.  
200 North 25th Street – 3 Bedroom House – This house 
has large bedrooms; living room, dining room, 1 bath with 
tub/shower, sunroom; central air; washer/dryer hookups; 
appliances and plenty of storage space.  5 minutes from 
campus.  $750.00 per month plus utilities.  Available May 
1st.  Call 234-5680.
2325 Cleveland Avenue – 3 Bedroom House – This house 
has large bedrooms, 2 baths with tub/shower, living room, 
dining room and eat-in kitchen and central air.  This house 
could comfortably accommodate 3-5 students.  Central 
air, washer/dryer hookups.  10 minutes from campus. 
$750.00 per month plus utilities.  Available June 1st.  Call 
234-5680.  
1362 ½ Plum Street – 1 Bedroom Apartment – Very large 
contemporary apartment.  Huge bedroom; large living 
room/dining room.  This apartment could easily accom-
modate 2 people.  10 minutes from campus.  $375.00 per 
month plus electric.  No pets.  Available July 1st.  Call 234-
5680.
602 No. 13 ½ Street – 2 Bedroom House – In a quiet neigh-
borhood, this house is very nice with spacious rooms. 
Clean, close to campus, and fully equipped with all ap-
pliances.  $500.00 plus utilities.  Available June 1st.  Call 
234-5680.
605B North 13 ½ Street – 1 Bedroom Efficiency Apart-
ment –  Attractive, clean and 10 minutes from campus. 
$350.00.  Utilities paid.  Available June 1st.  Call 234-5680.
Brown Properties Rentals
Across




9 Part of Saturday is to make 
campus  _______
11 Usually the World Wide Web is 
described as the killer _______ of 
the Internet
14 DnD’s Greyhawk’s “Old One” 
or a rearrangement of an Israeli 
submachine gun
15 A Mexican pocket gopher 
named Tugan
17 Some knights say _______
18 Not just a not-so-scary purple 
cartoon cat, but also a small town 
in Alaska
19 As in not off
21 This is planted on Earth Day
23 You might do this in front of a 
TV, or outside
25 Like arsenic, only shorter
26 There’s no joy in that Jewish 
boy’s interjection
27 Get a _______ check and go 
outside to sing in the _______
28 It may be _______ to me, but 
some like making pyramids
Down
1 Throw this on before imbibing 
over at Lobsterfest
2 Hatfield’s weekend attraction
3 I had “Hof” a laugh for this 
week’s comedian
4 Sheep can’t shush others with 
this interjection
6 The college’s acronym is not just 
a palindrome, but is also long
7 Windows’ first 32-bit software 
and radon’s old atomic symbol
8 No pt. getting “curie”-ous about 
counterintelligence
10 Both a god of wisdom and 
water and a sports video game 
company
12 Minnesota is the land of 10,000 
_______
13 This power “blossomed” dur-
ing the ‘60s and the ‘70s
16 Kiev might enjoy this abbr of 
their country or possibly this card 
game
20 April showers bring this 
month’s flowers
22 There’s no “easy” button, but 
still just _______ on down the 
road
24 One of the well-known Per-
copo tutors, it won’t take “long” 
to figure out who
Find the answers at:
http://www.rose-hulman.edu/thorn 
Ryan Schultz
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����� ��� ����� ������ ����� ������
��� ��� ��� �� ������ ������� ����� ����
���������������������������������
������������������������������������
��������������� � ��� ����� ����� ������
���������� ����� ���� ��� ������� � ����
��������� ����� ������ ��� �����������
������
����� ��� ����� ������ ����� ������
��� ��� ��� �� ������ ������� ����� ����
���������������������������������
������������������������������������
��������������� � ��� ����� ����� ������
���������� ����� ���� ��� ������� � ����
��������� ����� ������ ��� �����������
������
����� ��� ����� ������ ����� ������
��� ��� ��� �� ������ ������� ����� ����
���������������������������������
������������������������������������
��������������� � ��� ����� ����� ������
���������� ����� ���� ��� ������� � ����
��������� ����� ������ ��� �����������
������
����� ��� ����� ������ ����� ������
��� ��� ��� �� ������ ������� ����� ����
���������������������������������
������������������������������������
��������������� ����� ��� ��������� ���
��������������������������������������
���������� ����� ���� ��� ������� � ����
��������� ����� ������ ��� �����������
������
����� ��� ����� ������ ����� ������
��� ��� ��� �� ������ ������� ����� ����
����� ���������������������������
������������������������������������
��������������� � ��� ����� ����� ������
���������� ����� ���� ��� ������� � ����
��������� ����������� ��� �����������
������
����� ��� ����� ������ ����� ������
��� ��� ��� �� ������ ������� ����� ����
����� ���������������������������
������������������������������������
��������������� � ��� ����� ����� ������
���������� ����� ���� ��� ������� � ����
��������� ����������� ��� �����������
������
����� ��� ����� ������ ����� ������
��� ��� ��� �� ������ ������� ����� ����
����� ���������������������������
������������������������������������
��������������� � ��� ����� ����� ������
���������� ����� ���� ��� ������� � ����
��������� ����������� ��� �����������
������
����� ��� ����� ������ ����� ������
��� ��� ��� �� ������ ������� ����� ����
����� ���������������������������
������������������������������������
��������������� � ��� ����� ����� ������
���������� ����� ���� ��� ������� � ����
��������� ����������� ��� �����������
������
����� ��� ����� ������ ����� ������
��� ��� ��� �� ������ ������� ����� ����
���������������������������������
������������������������������������
��������������� � ��� ����� ����� ������
���������� ����� ���� ��� ������� � ����
��������� ����� ������ ��� �����������
������
����� ��� ����� ������ ����� ������
��� ��� ��� �� ������ ������� ����� ����
���������������������������������
������������������������������������
��������������� � ��� ����� ����� ������
���������� ����� ���� ��� ������� � ����
��������� ����� ������ ��� �����������
������
����� ��� ����� ������ ����� ������
��� ��� ��� �� ������ ������� ����� ����
���������������������������������
������������������������������������
��������������� � ��� ����� ����� ������
���������� ����� ���� ��� ������� � ����
��������� ����� ������ ��� �����������
������
����� ��� ����� ������ ����� ������
��� ��� ��� �� ������ ������� ����� ����
���������������������������������
������������������������������������
��������������� � ��� ����� ����� ������
���������� ����� ���� ��� ������� � ����
��������� ����� ������ ��� �����������
������
Large 5 column headline
������� ��� ������� ������ ���������� ������� ��� ������������ ��� �������������� ������� ��� ��������� ������ ���� ���
��������������������������� ����������������������������������������������������� �����
�������������������������
Friday, February 2, 2007 SECTION 3
��������������������Student Government Association
SGA Senate Update
(from May 1, 2007)
 Keynote Speaker:  None 
 Call to Order: 34 present and 4 absent
 Executive Reports: Treasurer Levi Rupp—currently the general fund is negative
  Executive Director Kenny Hurst—Spring Triathlon is May 11,  
  tailgating for class sometime before the end of the year
  Publicity Director Mandy Ferrell—The Voice being published in 
  The Thorn every other week, clubs can advertise and have 
  spotlights
 President Reports: Senior Class Ben Braun—pictures should be available on Banner 
  Web so that students can learn the names of peers
 District Reports: None
 Open Forum: None
 Old Business: None
 New Business: Club Budgets—To begin, 26 clubs had no objections and 11 clubs  
  had objections.  The Scuba and Drumline clubs were tabled until 
  the next meeting.  For more details, please contact your senator or a
  member of the executive board of SGA.
 Pass the Gavel: Club list still not updated, club list will be updated soon, good job  
  on being democratic during club budget meeting, good discussion  
  but pay attention to clubs who are speaking especially if you ask  
  them a question, Strawberry Festival June 14th, web site will be  
  updated







May 4-5 Rose Drama Club presents “Scapin” at Hatfield Hall, 8:00pm   
   (free for students)
May 5  9-Pin No Tap Bowling Tournament at Terre Haute Bowling 
   Center, 1:30pm
  Model Railroad Club meeting at Percopo 004, 12:00pm
May 9  Last day of registration for SGA Sprint Triathlon
May 11  SGA Sprint Triathlon at RHIT, 5:30pm
May 11-12 Rose Drama Club presents “Scapin” at Hatfield Hall, 8:00pm   
   (free for students)
May 12  Gun Club last shoot of the school year (shoot #4), TBA
Rose Car Audio Club
Come help work on the 2000 Ford Taurus
“We would love for anyone to show up and help us put 
this year’s finishing touches on the car. [...] We are also 
willing to help with personal installs.”  - Jason Baer
Anyone needing to use tools, wanting advice 
or more information, please e-mail Jason Baer 
(baerja1@rose-hulman.edu).
Meetings: Every Sunday @ 1:00pm and Tuesday @ 10:10pm 
  Outside of Speed Hall
Events: TBA (before end of year)
Chris Casillas
C o p y  E d i t o r
On Thursday, the Depart-
ment of Electrical and Com-
puter Engineering hosted an 
annual picnic for the 76 gradu-
ating seniors and the graduate 
students.  The picnic was held 
outside the Hulman Memorial 
Union.
Around 15 faculty and staff, 
as well as around 18 students, 
showed up for the event.  The 
professors and students were 
busy preparing food for them-
selves and talking about any-
thing or their senior projects.
Sue Dayhuff, the Department 
Secretary provided some infor-
mation about the history of the 
event.  “I have been here for 24 
years, and the picnic was an an-
nual affair before I started my 
job.  At that time, Herman Mo-
ench had all the students over 
at his house.”
“Before Moench took over, 
Dr. Niemeyer was here and had 
it out on his farm.  They did fish-
ing and all sorts of things,” said 
Dayhuff, stating that the event 
has been around since the early 
1960’s.
Dayhuff mentioned that the 
picnic used to be at Hawthorne 
park when Barry Farbrother 
used to be department head. 
“We keep it on campus, which 
seems to work for the stu-
dents.”
“This is just our own little 
graduation party for our seniors 
and grad students,” explained 
Dayhuff, “It is a time for us, as 
a department, to get together 
with them, have some food, fun 
and fellowship.”
Nathan Shomber, a senior 
computer engineer and electri-
cal engineer, enjoyed the festiv-
ities.  “It’s a good time to hang 
out with professors and get free 
food. Senior projects are over 
with, so all we have to do now is 
turn in the paperwork on Mon-
day.
Scott Ruskamp, a senior com-
puter engineering student, also 
enjoyed the food.  “Why else 
would we be here?”
ASCE, from 
Page 1
Faculty and seniors from the ECE department enjoy a picnic Thursday 
afternoon celebrating the seniors’ upcoming graduation.
Christina Davis / Rose Thorn
May 4, 2007 NEWS
ECE picnic celebrates seniors
The goal of this competition 
was to build a balsa wood tower 
that would resonate at a prede-
termined frequency and hold a 
500 gram weight.  “It was a fun 
learning experience.  I feel that it 
was well worth my time,” Hoch 
claimed.
Rose civil engineers also com-
peted in the technical paper and 
speech competition.  The goal 
of the competition was to write 
a technical paper covering emi-
nent domain and the engineer’s 
ethical responsibility.  The con-
testant than had to give a five 
minute speech attempting to 
convince the audience of his or 
her opinion in the paper.  
Rose’s ASCE chapter did not 
compete in the concrete canoe or 
steel bridge competition.  ASCE 
hopes to put together a concrete 
canoe team for next year.
Chris Armstrong and Derek Da-
vidson hold the concrete frisbee 
before the toss at the ASCE Re-
gional Conference.
Matt Trowbridge / ASCE
The Rose ThornENTERTAINMENT4













   -1 Bdrm - Standard Apts.
   -1 Bdrm - Lofted Apts.
   
   -2 Bdrm - 1 Bath Apts.
   -2 Bdrm - 2 Bath Apts.
    -3 Bdrm - 2 Bath Apts.
    -3 Bdrm - 2 1/2 Bath Townhouses
    -4 Bdrm - 2 Bath Apts.
    -4 Bdrm - 3 Bath Townhouses
    -4 Bdrm - 4 Bath Apts.
  University Village Offers:
WIDE RANGE OF 
PRICE POINTS
$295 per person (sharing a 4-Bdrm./2 Bath)




UNITS IN THE CITY
MOST SPACIOUS
UNITS IN THE CITY
APPLY NOW...while they last!
for the Location, Size, Features, 
& Price Point you want
Univers i ty  Vi l lage
659 Elm St.   235-8573
Adjacent to the ISU Library Parking Lot
Hari A Ravindran
G u e s t  W r i t e r
The year is 1944. The Second 
World War looms large in the 
minds of men. Heavy fighting 
sweeps across the entire globe—
some men dying, while other live 
on to die another day. The War 
encompasses all. On the 6th of 
June, Allied troops initiate Oper-
ation Overlord with the Battle of 
Normandy, bringing with them 
the promise of freeing Europe 
from the stranglehold of the Na-
zis. 
However, this being said, the 
events of Michael Chabon’s The 
Final Solution have nothing to do 
with the War at first glance. One 
might even be tempted to think 
that the War is being fought on 
some distant planet, its sense of 
urgency all but lost in the mists 
of time and space. However, 
here too, it lurks uneasily in the 
background—a menacing and 
leering presence promising im-
minent violence.
The protagonist of “The Final 
Solution” is an eighty-nine-year-
old man. Deep in the English 
countryside, he quietly lives out 
the remainder of his life as a bee-
keeper, preferring the company 
of his bees than that of his fel-
low men. It is a rather unevent-
ful and blissful existence until 
Linus Steinman, nine years old 
and mute, wanders into his life. 
Linus is a Jewish refugee, having 
escaped from 
the clutches of 
Hitler with his 
sole compan-
ion: an African 








lage local is 
found mur-




old man’s innate 
sense of curios-
ity is aroused. 
What was the 
meaning of the 
parrot’s cryptic 
talk? Do those numbers stand for 
a series of Swiss bank accounts, 
or perhaps, something more 
sinister?  As the old man tries 
to clear away the cobwebs that 
shroud the boy’s past in mystery, 
he feels alive for the first time in 
years for here, at long last, was 
a puzzle to kindle old appetites 
and energies. 
 For, you see, the old man hadn’t 
always been a beekeeper. In his 
heyday, he had been a world-re-
nowned detective. A legend, in 
fact. The merest mention of his 
name would have sent quivers 
down the boots of the denizens of 
the London Underworld. He had 
been famous for his wild leaps 
of induction, inferring assassins 
from cigar ash, horse thieves 
from the absence of a watchdog’s 
bark. Indeed, one is forced to ask, 
who is he? 
Even though the old man is left 
nameless throughout the length 
of the book, his identity is by no 
means a mystery. All the clues—
the pipe, the beekeeping, and the 
sharp mind—point to only one 
man. There was only one man 
at the turn of the 19th century, 
fictional or otherwise, whose mi-
raculous powers of observation 
could strip bare the hearts and 
secrets of men at a glance—the 
inimitable Sherlock Holmes.
But, this isn’t the mighty Holm-
es we all know and cherish. This is 
an old man nervously waiting for 
that final curtain, death, which 
takes us all in the end. What we 




B e t r a y e d 
by old age, 
it is only a 
s u p r e m e 
















an exercise in 
brevity. The 
prose is spare, and yet poetic. 
However, while the book touts it-
self as a story of detection; noth-
ing could be further from the 
truth. It is a tale of redemption, of 
sadness, and of old age. Chabon 
invests his characters with depth 
and nuance, freeing them from 
the confines of pen and paper. As 
the various characters who pop-
ulate the book try to find some 
sort of meaning in their own sad 
little, meaningless lives, it isn’t al-
ways possible to sympathize with 
all of them. However, all is forgiv-
en and forgotten when Chabon 
chooses to exclusively deal with 
Holmes and Linus. 
The book can also be seen as 
paying homage to one of literary 
fiction’s most beloved characters. 
Indeed, Holmes, struck as he may 
be by the ravages of time, has nev-
er been mightier. And, Chabon’s 
take on Holmes is beautiful as it 
is heart-wrenching. The follow-
ing lines offer but a small sample 
of Chabon’s delectable style:
“Some old men finished their 
lives as little more than the sum 
total of their memories, others 
as nothing but a pair of grasping 
pincers, or a set of bitter axioms 
proven. It would please him well 
enough to amount to no more in 
the end than a single organ of de-
tection, reaching into the blank-
ness for a clue.”
All in all, a highly recommend-
ed read.
Michael Chabon
Born: May 24, 1963
Noted works: 
“The Mysteries of Pittsburgh”
“The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier 
and Clay”
“Wonder Boys” (later made into a mo-
tion picture starring Michael Douglas, 
and Tobey Maguire)
Awards: 
Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 2001 for 
The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier 
and Clay.
Factoids: 
• His debut novel, The Mysteries of Pittsburgh, was writ-
ten as his UC-Irvine master’s thesis. Without telling Chabon, his 
professor sent it to a literary agent, who got the author a $155,000 
advance on the novel.
• Common themes featuring in his novels include di-
vorce, fatherhood, Jewish assimilation, homosexuality, and anti-
Semitism.
• He wrote a draft for 2004’s Spiderman 2, parts of which 
were used in the actual film.
• In 2006, he guest-starred in an episode of The Simpsons 
called “Moe’N’a Lisa”
The book may claim to be a simple 
detective story, but it covers so much 
more in its brief pages. 
‘The Final Solution’ pays 
homage to a classic hero David Rauch
N o r t h e r n  S t a r
“Next” surprises in 
some ways, but not many. 
Who’d have thought 
someone with the same 
wig worn by Tom Hanks 
in “The Da Vinci Code” 
could hook up with Jes-
sica Biel? 
Since 9/11, how many 
movies portray a French 
terrorist organization as 
being the one to smuggle 
a nuclear bomb into the U.S.? 
In most other ways, “Next” is 
the same old shtick: The govern-
ment needs help from a Las Vegas 
clairvoyant (Nicolas Cage) to pre-
vent a nuclear disaster. 
The movie is entertaining but 
hollow, with plot holes and a seri-
ous lack of personality. 
To attract the few talented ac-
tors and disappointing box-office 
numbers, the movie uses a now-
patented questioning of reality 
and twist ending. 
There is always a twist ending 
in this genre of movies, this genre 
being Phillip K. Dick novel adap-
tations. 
Dick is responsible for the orig-
inal works that spawned “Total 
Recall,” “Blade Runner,” “Minor-
ity Report,” “A Scanner Darkly” 
and others. This film is arguably 
the worst of the lot. 
“Next” is crafted from the 1954 
short story, “The Golden Man.” As 
I suspected in the theater, Cage’s 
character, Cris Johnson, was orig-
inally an inhuman mutant. Even 
though the movie takes great lib-
erties in reinterpreting the story, 
it leaves Johnson just as inhuman 
and just as creepy. 
The closest I got to liking Cage’s 
character was when he threw a 
nightstick into the middle of an 
empty hallway and hit an un-
suspecting military recruit as he 
barges around a corner. 
His scenes with Biel are disturb-
ing because they lack chemistry. 
How should we react to Cage se-
ducing Biel? She obviously has no 
chance when he can play every 
scenario in his head beforehand. 
Is there any way to make a char-
acter that sees into the future, al-
beit for only two minutes, likable 
or capable of normal romance? 
With his power, Johnson has no 
weakness, which is extremely dis-
engaging, but it’s not like the bad 
guys (introduced chewing tooth 
picks and muttering in French 
accents) have a chance anyway. 
It’s not surprising this is not 
the film to usher in the summer 
blockbusters; you don’t have to 
see into the future to know that. 
‘Next’ full of plot holes, 
lameness
The movie has a lot of guns, and more 
bullet dodging than the Matrix.
http://www.nextmovie.
Official Thorn rating: 5 elephants
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David Bander
 S t a f f  W r i t e r
This week, I am hitting 6 of my recently favorited videos. I get a lot 
of videos by word of mouth, so if you have any more videos you 
think I need to see, shoot me an e-mail at EMAIL ADDRESS@rose-
hulman.edu.
You videos of the week
Alanis Morissette “My Humps” video parody
What it is: Chances are you may’ve seen this already, but it 
never hurts to remind people that it is out there. Alanis does her 
own version of the Black Eyed Peas’ “My Humps” with a slower 
piano-only beat and really brings to light the fascinating lyrics of 
Fergie & Co. Music professionals have hailed this video as “a bril-
liant commentary of modern pop music.”
Search for: alanis humps
MADtv - iRack 
(including blooper)
What it is: Steve Jobs, played by Micheal McDonald of Stewart 
fame, takes the iProduct to the next level when he introduces the 
iRack, which is both a commentary on the Bush administration 
and the silly nature of Apple’s new product presentations.
Search for: irack
The ‘smiley’ intervention
What it is: A comedian makes the brilliant connection between 
using the smiley in an e-mail and becoming a cat person. The 
math doesn’t necessarily make sense (it should be something like 
(!*lol)^) but the idea is there. Maybe we should have him come 
up with a formula about sending annoying all campus e-mails 
and lonliness…
Search for: smiley intervention
Charles Has A Licking 
Problem
What it is: Our protagonist Charles can’t seem to not lick. One 
might say he has a licking problem. Don’t worry PETA Pals, he is 
a happy little guy and he hasn’t been harmed. The video has a 
catchy tune to accompany it, so careful to not get ‘Lick Lick’ stuck 
in your head during class. You may get weird looks.
Search for: licking problem
Top 10 Ways to Die in a Video Game
What it is: It seems to be a top 10 list from the Gamecube/Xbox/
PS2 era. While the title is the Top 10 Ways… it is actually ‘Top 10 
WORST Ways to Die in a Video Game.’ Other than the slightly 
misleading title, the narrator brings up some good points about 
death in video game history. If I die, I’d like to die in a combina-
tion of 3 and 6.
Search for: die video game
Investiture of 
President Jakubowski
What it is: The investiture of our fearless leader, Dr. Gerald 
Jakubowski. If you weren’t there, or even if you were, this is a de-
fining moment in Rose’s history. Just check it out.
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Dale Long
R o s e - H u l m a n  N e w s
Two fathers, two sons, two ser-
vants, two lovers and a live piano 
-– there’s a lot going on during the 
Rose-Hulman Institute of Tech-
nology Drama Club’s production 
of the French farce “Scapin” on 
Friday and Saturday, along with 
May 11-12, in the Hatfield Hall 
Theater.
The slapstick comedy con-
cludes another entertaining year 
for the drama club.  Tickets for 
each show will cost $8 for adults 
and $6 for non-RHIT students 
and youths, while being free for 
Rose-Hulman students.  Persons 
can reserve tickets by calling 
(812) 877-8544.  Tickets will also 
be available at the door before 
each show.
Saving the day by the seat of 
his baggy pants, Scapin sets the 
stage for fun.  The production of 
Bill Irwin and Mark O’Donnell’s 
modern spin on Moliere’s classic, 
Les Fourberries de Scapin, adds 
vaudeville and silent film com-
edy inspiration to an age-old car-
nival of love, revenge and serious 
silliness.  
The wily, witty servant Scapin 
(senior Christian Gage) helps 
young lovers out of a jam and 
revenges his master, staying one 
step ahead of trouble all the way. 
In tangled exploits, Scapin and 
his friends careen (often literally) 
into blind corners, zany disguises 
and mistaken identities.  With 
live accompaniment by pianist 
Michael Nguyen, the characters 
enthusiastically, often clumsily, 
scheme, stumble and plot their 
way toward happy endings, led 
by Scapin himself.
“What I love most about 
Scapin is that he’s the quintes-
sential, half-bumbling schemer, 
just barely getting by,” says Gage, 
a veteran of Rose-Hulman Drama 
Club productions.  “Scapin has 
the power to play the endearing, 
manipulating puppet master, 
but at the same time he is able to 
present [his] vulnerable, under-
dog and servant side.”
The final scene of the first act is 
a vaudeville/music hall version of 
Moliere’s famous scene in which 
Scapin spins a tale of kidnapping 
and ransom.  There is also a final 
chase and dance among the cast, 
which, inevitably, becomes the 
raucous, delightful curtain call. 
Director Bunny Nash explains 
Scapin’s appeal, both histori-
cally and in its modern incarna-
tion.  “Bill Irwin is like a mod-
ern-day vaudevillian and silent 
film clown, and we don’t see a 
lot of either influence today,” 
she explains.  “While 
the foundation of 
this story might be 
French farce, its style 
is right out of early 
20th-century Ameri-
can vaudeville stages 
and film studios.  It’s 
a different kind of 
comic style, and it 
requires a different 
kind of acting.  We’ve 
been hard at work 
re-discovering this 
fading craft, and so far it’s paid off 
in lots of laughter in the rehearsal 
process.”
Senior Nick Slabaugh adds, 
“With our busy schedules (at 
Rose-Hulman), I think it’s healthy 
to have a good laugh in the mo-
notony of student life. ‘Scapin’ 
is just the ticket.”  Slabaugh has 
performed in 11 of the 13 drama 
club productions during his four-
year college career.
“It’s intense, it’s fun and it’s 
filled with lots of great people,” 
he says of his drama club involve-
ment.  “It’s a group of people that 
would hang out even if we weren’t 
performing in productions . . . It’s 
the best pastime available.”
Other Rose-Hulman students 
featured in the production are se-
niors John Jenkinson and Danna 
Sheridan, juniors David Bander 
and Chandra Lesniak; sopho-
mores Andrew Byrley and Matt 
Melton;  and freshmen Chelsea 
Howard, Jarod Markley, David 
Pope and Meredith Woodard. 
The technical director is Greg 
Stump.
The cast of Scapin had only a few short weeks to 
practice the show
Dale Long / Rose-Hulman
Rose-Hulman Drama Club Presenting 
Hilarious Farce ‘Scapin’
On Thursday, April 26th, the 
eight Democratic Presidential 
Candidates all met in Orange-
burg, South Carolina for the first 
debate of the primary campaign 
of 2008.  The eight that met 
ranged from best known to hardly 
known: Hilary Clinton, who just 
dropped the “Rodham” from her 
name at the end of April; Barack 
Obama, who has just found out 
that he is, among other things, 
part Irish; John Edwards, the guy 
that spent $400 on a haircut from 
a stylist in Beverly Hills, Califor-
nia; Bill Richardson, the former 
Governor of New Mexico that an-
nounced his candidacy on The 
Daily Show with Jon Stewart; Joe 
Biden, the former presidential 
candidate who was found to have 
plagiarized one of his campaign 
speeches from the former leader 
of Britain’s Labour Party Neil 
Kinnock; Chris Dodd, one-third 
of the infamous “Waitress Sand-
wich” incident at the La Brasserie 
in Washington, D.C.; Mike Gravel, 
possibly the most unknown man 
of these 8 candidates; and finally 
Dennis Kucinich, the man that 
wants to create the cabinet-level 
Department of Peace, which 
would mainly do what the cur-
rent United States Institute of 
Peace does already.  
For the most part, the debate 
was not as sharp-tongued as 
many would have expected, with 
Clinton and Obama not going at 
each other’s throats.  There was 
also some obligatory Democratic 
talk on the global war on terror.  
One point of recommenda-
tion: be sure to read through the 
transcript of last night’s Repub-
lican debate, where ten candi-
dates will be looking to make a 
strong showing at the Ronald 
Reagan Presidential Library.  The 
participants are Sam Brownback, 
Jim Gilmore, Rudy Giuliani, Mike 
Huckabee, Duncan Hunter, John 
McCain, Mitt Romney, Ron Paul, 
Tom Tancredo, and Tommy 
Thompson.




S t a f f  W r i t e r  
Rose rocks because Rose is in 
Terre Haute.
Yes, I went there. Because 
it’s true. I’ve heard what most 
Rose students have to say about 
Terre Haute, and I’ll get there, 
but first I want to get to Mayor 
Burke’s speech during President 
Jakubowski’s inauguration. One 
thing he said several times was 
something to the effect of “Terre 
Haute is proud of Rose-Hulman, 
and it’s time Terre Haute was 
a town Rose-Hulman could be 
proud of.” The other was the way 
he gave his speech. 
Attendees noted that he was 
very hesitant and stuttered a 
good deal. This could be because 
he isn’t very comfortable at giving 
speeches, or he hadn’t prepared, 
but what I think it very likely was, 
was that he was nervous to be ad-
dressing Rose-Hulman. Not ner-
vous to be giving a speech, not 
nervous to be addressing a large 
crowd, but nervous to be ad-
dressing all of the professors and 
a good portion of, what I hear of-
ten, “the best and the brightest in 
the country.” I think it’d be a little 
like what you’d be like if there 
was someone you really admire, 
maybe even really look up to, but 
you felt they were somehow just 
leagues better than you in some 
way. Then put a lot of them in a 
group, and give them a speech. 
It’d be a humbling thing to do. 
When I meet members of the 
Terre Haute community, there 
is a large number of people that 
act like that about Rose. Are we 
really somehow so much higher 
that they should feel that way? 
On the one hand, it’s a great com-
pliment, but on the other, do we 
act in such a way that they feel so 
inadequate or inferior?
There are plenty of reasons why 
Terre Haute is a city we should 
be thankful for and proud of. To 
start with the most basic things 
and work up: Traffic is virtually 
never a problem. The cost of liv-
ing is quite low. The temperature 
range is pleasant – it isn’t burn-
ing hot or freezing cold for any 
long time. The people are all very 
polite, friendly, and respectful 
(without knowing that you’re a 
Rose student). Also, consider the 
schools that have to put up with 
being in a college town, where 
the town exists only because of 
the school. We have much more 
than that.
I suppose some of the prob-
lem is that many students are 
just used to what they have 
back home. “Terre Haute doesn’t 
have…” or “Back home, my city 
has…” but really, I doubt they 
have truly looked around. Back 
home, you met people that had 
lived there for a while who could 
tell you where things were. Here, 
the trick is to… ask! However, I 
have also met those whose noses 
are so high in the air that I doubt 
they could ever see anything nice 
about any other place that wasn’t 
virtually identical to their home 
town.
A common complaint is that 
there is nothing to do in Terre 
Haute. Terre Haute has several 
very nice parks. Most types of 
restaurants you could ask for 
(without going out of your way 
to be eccentric, since I doubt you 
do back home) are here. Many of 
them are not immediately obvi-
ous, so ask someone that’s lived 
here a while 
(most profes-




and plays each 
month – I’m 
not certain if it’s 
a permanent 
feature, but 
once I found 
an issue of The 
Woods, a publi-
cation by St. Mary’s, and it listed 
30 or so events of that type for the 
upcoming month, with virtually 
all of them being public events 
at public venues in Terre Haute. 
Additionally, between Rose-Hul-
man and ISU, there are many fra-
ternities and sororities, many of 
whom put on public parties.
With all of those things, I’m 
not sure what to say to someone 
that claims that there is nothing 
to do. About the only sort of thing 
I can think of is they wish to at-
tend some major concert. Well, if 
you wish to do that, Bloomington 
is forty-five minutes away, India-
napolis is an hour away, St. Louis 
and Cincinnati are about 3 and a 
half hours, and Chicago is about 
four to five hours. I’m pretty 
certain that you could find any 
thing you’re missing here in one 
of those places. You can have the 
benefits of living in them without 
having to deal with the traffic, 
higher cost, and noise. 
If you think you would use the 
city every night 
and soak up the 
night life, sur-
prise me. Most 
alumni that 
I have talked 
to that live in 
more ‘excit-
ing’ cities do 
something neat 
about once a 
month, and for 
once a month 
you can drive a 
few hours.
So, that brings me to about 
two complaints that I’ve heard 
from students. One is sheerly a 
matter of preference – I can re-
spect someone prefering to live 
in a different climate, landscape 
(such as mountains or coast-
line), and all I can say is I hope 
you make the most of your time 
here. The other is what most refer 
to as the Hautian Stench. Given 
that we are a tech school, if you 
cared enough to try to help the 
community that provides such a 
nice environment for you, you’d 
give back. And one amazing way 
to do that would be to do an in-
dependent project, senior de-
sign project, or community ser-
vice for the sake of community 
service! and help the companies 
clean up. For Civies, ChemE’s, 
Chemists and Environmental 
Engineers, that’s probably fairly 
easy. But that isn’t to say the rest 
of you couldn’t get involved. I 
know Terre Haute is proud to 
have us here, but it would be 
great if they were proud of us as 
citizens too – many students do 
things to help the community, 
but before the next time you 
complain about Terre Haute, 
consider whether you are among 
them.
No city is harmed by trying 
harder to make itself something 
the citizens can be proud of. 
However, Terre Haute deserves 
a second look from the Rose 
community before we turn away 
and declare that we aren’t proud 
of Terre Haute. Any city can be 
bad if you try hard enough to 
find the negative. But at Rose, I 
feel students have passed down 
their feelings of having a lack of 
knowledge of The Haute and the 
feeling has spread. Rose is a safe, 
peaceful, and fun place to study 
thanks to Terre Haute. Seniors, 
be sure to say thank you on your 
way out. Underclassmen, take a 
look around and explore – you 
still have time to enjoy Terre 
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city we should 






O p i n i o n s  E d i t o r
In response to the article “The 
right to keep and bear…,” I can 
certainly see your point, but 
other problems will arise from 
equipping everyone with guns. 
You mentioned that police were 
at both scenes of the Virginia 
Tech shootings and implied they 
did nothing. It is well-known 
that police officers are not to 
use lethal force if innocent civil-
ians could be harmed. So is the 
vigilante justice of shooting the 
killer yourself superior? Who is to 
blame when the normal citizen 
with bare minimum gun training 
attempts to stop the psychopath 
and accidentally kills other citi-
zens in the crossfire? You could 
argue that they would have been 
shot by the killer anyways, but 
that is highly uncertain. Also, in 
such a high stress situation with 
many armed citizens, someone 
not paying attention could mis-
take the vigilante for the original 
killer and shoot. While this is also 
speculation, it’s no worse than 
any other theory. The entire gun 
control argument is based on 
“what if” scenarios. 
I agree that other citizens hav-
ing guns is a deterrent for a psy-
chopath to go on a killing spree, 
and perhaps less people would 
have been killed if a student or 
teacher with a gun had stopped 
him. However, there are other 
ways to defend yourself, such as 
using a can of Mace or a Taser 
(which are less effective but much 
safer).  Also, typically killers go 
through with their plans regard-
less of the risks. Madmen rob 
banks which have armed guards 
(certainly not as dangerous as an 
NRA convention, but more dan-
gerous than a school with armed 
students.) 
It’s true that everything can 
be a weapon. However, guns are 
currently the most dangerous. It 
is easy for tempers to flare and 
to punch someone; your fist is a 
weapon after all. If everyone is 
armed with guns, do you think 
that in the heat of the moment 
people will stick with just their 
fists? Arming everyone is a pow-
der keg easily set off by irrespon-
sible people who shouldn’t have 
guns in the first place. I agree that 
the person, not the weapon, is at 
fault for the killing.  However, we 
can’t control the people and thus 
resort to controlling the guns. Re-
moving that weapon minimizes 
the harm they can do (or at least 
makes it more difficult to obtain 
a gun.)
Finally, I found your article 
incredibly biased. You mention 
that “knee jerk emotions like this 
cannot overwhelm reason in de-
bates like this” and yet you make 
a comparison between college 
students and victims in Soviet 
Union death camps. You might 
as well have thrown Nazis into 
the fray to keep the knee jerk out-
rage flowing. Regardless of the 
fact that most police brutality is 
via beatings, the article somehow 
associates it with police hav-
ing guns. And then it expands 
to discredit politicians against 
what many feel is an unjust war. 
Furthermore, most desired gun 
control amendments are for re-
strictions of unnecessary weap-
ons (you don’t need more than a 
pistol or rifle to defend yourself) 
and the documentation of who 
has which gun. If you are going 
to write an article, then state rel-
evant facts without adding your 
own random politics through 
poor analogies. 
In conclusion, you have a good 
point about allowing properly 
trained and responsible citizens 
with permits to carry guns. In 
those situations it could save 
lives. However, few cases are 
that perfect and the equipping 
of stronger weapons will result in 
accidents which do much more 
damage. Do we want to trade a 
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S o f t b a l l
Team Points
Lambda Chi Alpha 19




Lambda Chi Alpha 78
Dutch Special Forces 72









League Leaders Top Offenses
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      Men’s Golf
 April 27-28   
        HCAC Tournament                   4th out of 8 teams






G u e s t  W r i t e r
Track and Field
Men 2nd, Women 3rd at HCAC; 
Eight Individual Champions
Rose-Hulman fi nished second 
in men’s and third in women’s 
competition with a total of eight 
individual league champions at 
the HCAC championships on 
Saturday. Junior Janel Belton 
and senior Ryan Schipper led 
the Engineers by sweeping the 
two Field Athlete of the Meet 
awards. Belton won the discus 
throw and placed second in the 
shot put, while Schipper won 
the pole vault and added a fi fth 
in the triple jump and a sixth in 
the long jump for Rose-Hulman. 
The Engineers performance fea-
tured a total of eight individuals 
combining for eight conference 
championships. On the women’s 
side, junior Katy Evert won the 
400-meter hurdles in a time of 
1:09.84. Senior Kathleen Stynes 
matched her own school record 
with a 9’ 0 1/4” clearance in the 
pole vault and Belton added the 
discus title. On the men’s side, 
freshman Michael Burris and se-
nior Thomas Reives had strong 
meets that featured one title each. 
Burris won the 110-high hurdles 
in a time of 15.54 seconds and 
Reives captured the triple jump 
with a leap of 42’ 11” in just his 
second competition of the year 
in the event. Other winners on 
the men’s side included junior 
Matt Repking with a victory in 
the 3,000-meter steeplechase in a 
time of 9:39.11 and junior B.J. Es-
arey with a victory in the javelin 
throw with a toss of 170’ 11”.
Men’s Golf
4th of 8 Halfway Through 
HCAC Tourney
The men’s golf team strength-
ened its hold on fourth place in 
the HCAC Tournament on Sat-
urday. Junior Ryan Mitchell leads 
the Engineers with an 18th place 
effort and a two-day score of 171. 
Mitchell fi red a round of 84 on 
Friday and an 87 on Saturday.
Softball (13-21, 8-8 HCAC)
Rose-Hulman kept its hope of 
making the HCAC Tournament 
alive after a 6-3 victory and a 7-5 
loss to the College of Mount St. 
Joseph on Saturday.
Rose-Hulman needs Ha-
nover to sweep Manchester on 
Wednesday and have Defiance 
sweep Bluffton in a make-up 
twinbill this week to qualify for 
the HCAC Tournament. Junior 
Katie Yiznitsky blasted a grand 
slam with two outs in the final 
inning to lift Rose-Hulman to its 
13th victory of the season and 
the game one win. Freshman 
Jordan Goslee picked up the 
victory with a complete game 
effort.
Baseball (20-15, 11-7 HCAC)
Rose-Hulman relied on a 
strong pitching performance 
from senior Brad Otto to earn a 
split against Transylvania on Sat-
urday. In the opener, Otto led the 
effort with eight innings on the 
mound, allowing just one earned 
run with fi ve strikeouts. Senior 
Tim Braun led the Engineer of-
fense with three hits and one RBI. 
Senior Matt Salisbury had two 
hits and scored twice to tie the 




Graduation parties are awesome… but not if you fail.  Then you’re 
just sad.
Because…this… is… ROSE!  Not Purdon’t.  Not MITe Graduate. (I 
defi nitely should have stopped that one at Purdon’t…or maybe 
the “300” reference…)
Chicks and dudes dig winners. So save your dating life and keep 
fi ghting!
If tomorrow you start playing “Halo” or “WoW” 21/7 (gotta sleep 
once in a while), you may get tired of it by July. Maybe.
Hertz didn’t give up…is Hertz better than you?
Quitting now results in roughly a 20 percent reduction in G.P.A., 
resulting in an average salary decrease of 20 percent. Also, 
14 percent of the time, my statistics aren’t made up all of the 
time.
Calculating tuition costs, quitting now results in you wasting 
roughly $30,800.  That’s gotta be a record.
If we all stopped pulling all-nighters, we would single-handedly 
cause Monster’s sales to drop 10 percent.
It said not to on the sidewalk. Are you arguing with the sidewalk?
Because then the terrorists win.
Philip Becker
S t a f f  W r i t e r
I’ve been staying up pretty late 
at night recently.  It’s mainly be-
cause me and my girlfriend talk 
at night, and when we hang up 
I have to make up for the wasted 
time on my new PC game.
The best part about staying 
up late is how your body con-
verts the need for sleep into the 
urge for a midnight snack.  For 
me, this urge has recently taken 
the form of ice cream.  So when 
I started screaming for ice cream 
the other night (then apologizing 
to my angrily-awakened room-
mate), I decided to take my last 
can of soda (or “pop”, if you will) 
and use some of my roommate’s 
ice cream (who was conveniently 
awake so I could ask for per-
mission) to create a Coke fl oat. 
Which I made with Pepsi.
The soda poured down on 
the ice cream, creating that de-
liciously amazing perma-foam 
that can be eaten with a spoon or 
a fi nger.  Raising the glass to my 
lips to take a sip, I savored every 
drop of the ice-cream-intensi-
fi ed soda that danced across my 
tongue, past my uvula, and into 
my throat.  Setting my glass down 
to vocalize my delight with an 
“ahhhhhhh”, I went cross-eyed to 
observe some of the perma-foam 
on my nose.
I reached and reached with my 
tongue but to no avail.  I was not 
Gene Simmons.  So I shed a tear 
as I wiped away the perma-foam, 
never to be eaten, and decided 
I needed to fi nd a straw.  I tore 
through cabinets and drawers, 
only to come up empty handed. 
Time was of the essence as the 
ice cream slowly lost its solid 
state due the soda’s warmth and 
Newton’s Law of Cooling.
Fearing none of my other fl oor-
mates would have straws either, I 
ran sock-footed to Subway.  I non-
chalantly stepped through the 
door.  At 11:40, the place tends to 
be rather sparse and I feared the 
lone, bored employee at the front 
counter might call me on my lack 
of shoes.  But I didn’t want ser-
vice; I only wanted a straw.
Our eyes locked, and I moved 
slowly towards him.  I could see 
disappointment at actually having 
to serve someone welling up inside 
of him.  I crept a couple of steps 
closer and looked quickly out the 
window.  This was enough to draw 
his eyes off of me and I grabbed a 
straw and turned and ran out the 
door.  As soon as I left his line of 
sight, it occurred to me I’d have to 
do this again if I ever wanted an-
other Coke fl oat, so I ran in again, 
with no heed for him noticing me, 
and grabbed a handful before run-
ning out the door again.
That straw delivered the tasty 
goodness of my fl oat directly to 
my mouth without worries of 
losing the precious perma-foam. 
Mission deliciously accom-
plished.Top 10
reasons not to give up yet
For want of a Subway straw
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The Rose Thorn’s FLIPSIDE is the single greatest achievement in human history.  Using the novel technique of “humor,” it provides much entertainment and insight.  It should be read upside down and always taken seriously.
Not all problems can be solved with fi re.  Any unattributed material was created by Gregory Weir.  The facts in “This Day in History” are graciously and unwittingly provided by New York Times Online.
This day...
...in history
1932:  Al “Scarface” C a p o n e , 
gangster, bootlegger, mob 
boss, alleged murderer, of-
fi cial “public enemy,” and 
philantropist, enters prison 
in Atlanta.  He was convicted 
of tax evasion.
“The question we want to ask 
is...the television is still 
here?”
—Prof. Graves, confused
“Stay away from anybody in the 
mall with a clipboard.”
—Prof. Bagert, on human ex-
perimentation
“It doesn’t take a hell of a lot of 
intellect to measure your pe-
nis.”
—Prof. Brophy, insulting 
genitometer technicians
“I can make Brussels sprouts 
that would make you cry!”
—Prof. Minster, on his culi-
nary prowess
“Then the task force provides 
a recommendation.. tune 
in next week for Technical 
Report!”
—Prof. House, being dra-
matic
“So be happy, dammit…or 
else!”
—Prof. Carvill, on late-in-
the-quarter blues
“I bet you’d have more fun if we 
were using weed.”
—Prof. Anderson, on ran-
dom words
Send your prof quotes or 













Once upon a time.  Fairy tale ending. Happily ever after.  Prince Charming.  Knight in shining armor.  Tragic fl aw.  Poetic justice.  Fatal irony.  Dramatic conclusion.  Checkov’s gun.  Waiting for Godot.  Opening line.  Opening night.
This week’s fallacy: ad baculum This week’s Scott: Bakula This week’s instrument: speculum
In a recent press conference, Doctor’s Associates Inc., the corporate own-
ers of the Subway restaurants, reported that straw theft is third on their 
list of highest operating costs.
Andrew Carlson / Rose Thorn
















What did I  tell you about those 
tray tables?  Were they upright? 
No.  Were they in a locked posi-
tion?  No.  And what do you get? 
Well, I guess you won’t be so dis-
missive of the fl ight attendants’ 





Your mom:  
Vin Diesel:  
Other dinosaurs: 
Corn:   









What’s in your e-mail inbox?
Subpoenas
Lost Glasses
Messages with “Free Real 
Hacienda” hidden in them
Dr. Jakubowski requesting favors
Colloquims
Messages containing “Meles sucks”
Prince of Nigeria
Rejection Letters from grad schools
Rejection letters from dates
Found Glasses
Inbox size limit approaching
Inbox size limit exceeded
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Aaron Meles
Editor-in-chief
